
 

 

They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves 
do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 

         Psalm 1:3 

July Sermon Series 
 
 

• July 2             Risking Contentment 

   Philippians 4:10-19 

• July 9            Risking Joy   

   Philippians 4:1-9 

• July 16  Risking Relationship  

   Philippians 3:10-21 

• July 23  Risking Adventure 

   Philippians 2:19-30 

• July 30  Risking Faithfulness 

   Philippians 2:12-18 
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Contact Us 
425.743.2386 

church@northcreekpres.org 
 
  
 

 

NCPC Staff 
 

David Casson, Lead Pastor 

Kurt Helmcke, Associate Pastor 

Lolly Brasseur, Dir. of Music Ministry 

Molly Pankow, Childcare Coordinator 

Nathan Wagner, Children’s Ministry 

Sean Lian, Youth Ministry 

Trinity Moffat, Office Supervisor 

Terry Summe, Finance Manager  

Hal Hunt, Choir Director 

Bryan Venn, Sound Technician 

Art Clark, Facilities 
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 Pastor’s Paragraph                                    2 
A Powerful Partnership 
 
Summer provides an opportunity to serve.  This is one essential part of following Jesus Christ as his disciples, for the God 
we seek is the God who sends us into the world on His mission.  We engage in this activity prayerfully, open to God’s 
presence and purpose.  Make no mistake about it – we will meet the Lord as we serve Him in the world, and He will lead 
us into relationships with people.  In mission, we grow in our faith by leaps and bounds…if we remember to keep our 
minds and hearts open. 
In the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit leads the apostles into relationships with an ever-widening circle of people.  Why?  
For spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Thus, the early church is a picture of partnership.  The Apostle Paul expresses 
this in his joyful prayer for the disciples in Philippi: 
 

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 1:3-6) 

 
We’re fully engaged in gospel partnership.  As I write this I’m preparing to travel to Haiti with Gary, Donna, and Mark to 
deepen our partnership with our friends in Bertrand.  Knowing that with God’s kingdom work we’re all in this together, 
we’ll do a lot of praying, worshiping, and listening to strengthen our relationship.  On the local side, I’m in close contact 
with the principals of two local public schools, Dr. Betty Cobbs at Woodside Elementary and Dr. Eric McDowell at the 
brand new North Creek High School in Bothell, working with them to coordinate days of service in which NCPC disciples 
might witness to the serving spirit and love of Jesus in teaming up for the good of families in the community. 
 
Partnership is a powerful part of our mission work at NCPC.  Consider these examples: 
 

• Haiti. After last year’s hurricane, our partner church’s building in Bertrand was rebuilt stronger than ever with 
the help of Free Methodists from Arlington & Oso. 

• Food Bank.  With a strong recent track record of collaborating with Mill Creek Rotary, our food pantry ministry is 
transitioning fully into a partnership with Mill Creek Community Food Bank, hosted each Thursday at Gold Creek 
Church. 

• Operation Nightwatch. We provide one meal each month to the homeless in downtown Seattle.  In partnership 
with churches and organizations throughout the Puget Sound area, a meal is served every night of the year! 

• Youth Mission. Our youth group partners with Casino Road Kids Ministries (Tyrone McMorris, Executive 
Director) in serving local children in need. 

• Refugee Missional Community. We partner with World Relief Seattle, whose track record in resettling refugees 
goes back to 1979. 

• Central Washington Fire Relief. Our work rebuilding homes is invited & coordinated by the Okanogan County 
Long-Term Recovery Group, and our Northwest Coast Presbytery has been a major contributor of financial 
support.  We do a lot, but we don’t do it all: the homebuilding effort requires each partner to do their part for 
the work to be completed. 

• Woodside Elementary School.  We’ve been partners with this school in serving needy families in our community 
for a decade, and we’ll collaborate with Principal Dr. Betty Cobbs on the Serve Our Schools service day for the 8th 
straight year! 

• North Creek High School in Bothell.  This partnership is being explored as a way we might bless the people who 
live in the North Bothell area, a region of our community that is exploding in population growth. 

 
This is only a small snapshot of the partnership activity that the Holy Spirit continues to lead us into as we grow closer to 
Christ and one another in the witnessing community of the church. 
 
Holy Spirit.  Gospel.  Jesus Christ.  Relationship.  Partnership.  That’s Powerful! 
 
Joyfully in Christ, 
 
Pastor Kurt 



 

 

Blood Drive 
Northwest Blood Works will return to North 

Creek on July 20 for a blood drive. Come by the 

church from 12—6 pm to save lives and eat 

cookies! 

Call the church office to sign up for time slot to 

give a donation; 425-743-2386. 

Church BBQ 
Following our service on July 16, we will be 

holding a summer “Backyard” BBQ potluck in our 

back parking lot.  

Main dish and beverages are provided.  

Bring a side dish or dessert and join your church 

family for lunch!   

We recommend bringing a lawn chair for 

maximum comfort outside, and of course bring 

your appetite and your smile.  

 

Mariner Ticket Pick Up 

If you signed up for Mariners tickets and have not 

picked them up, now is the time to do that.  

We will be leaving directly 

after service July 23. 

If you missed the original sign 

up, there may be a chance to 

grab last-minute seats. If we 

are able to offer that 

opportunity, we will put details in our church 

publications so watch carefully.  

 

Prayer Ministry 
For those who went to Bible Camp as a teenager 

and/or those of you who worked at one you no 

doubt sang many fun “camp songs.”  What fun to 

sing them again. In singing and reading the words 

from “Day After Day” they seemed right for this 

time. 

 “Day after day” He loves me,  

and day after day He leads. 

Day after day He graciously supplies my needs,  

all my needs. 

What tho the path be thorny,  

What tho the way be long? 

What tho the sky be black,  

He fills my life with song! 

Day after day He guards me,  

I need never have a fear, 

Day after day He tells me He is always near.” 

( Thank you to Wendall P. Loveless who put those 

words to music for us to ponder). 

May we never forget the meaning of those 

words. He (Jesus) is always near, guarding, and 

loving each one of us. 

We need not fear! 
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Summer Bible Camp 4 

Summer Bible Camp at NCPC 
 

For the last three years, Summer Bible Camp was held at McCollum Park.  The idea behind it was to  reach 

out to families and children living in low-income housing at the Heatherwood Apartments, and to give 

children a chance to explore God’s creation firsthand.  This writer was a part of two of the three years that 

SBC was held there.  It was a neat experience both to be able to reach out to some kids who we normally 

wouldn’t see, and especially to hold SBC in an outdoor environment.  It gave a camp a different feel 

holding it at a park; it felt more like a traditional summer camp instead of a VBS program.   

 

But all good things must eventually come to an end and there are many reasons why SBC is being held at 

North Creek Presbyterian Church this year instead of the park.  One of them is that we weren’t reaching as 

many children from Heatherwood Apartments as we originally hoped and because they lived further from 

the church it was very hard to do any follow up with the children and families we did meet.  By moving 

SBC back to the church this year we are not only helping to connect more with families who live right in 

our  

community but also to connect with more families and parents.  Holding it at the church allows us to have 

more kids attend and makes it easier for parents to drop off their kids for camp.   

 

As we prepare for SBC please be praying for both the kids and volunteers at camp that God would use us 

to share his love with families and children in our community so that we can make a lasting and positive 

impact with those whom we spend the week serving.  SBC is July 10-14 

from 9 AM to Noon. If you’d like to get involved check out the church 

website for a list of donations needed or talk to the Children’s Director 

(me) about serving at SBC.   

 

 

- Nathan Wagner 

Director of Children’s Ministry 



 

 

Youth Schedule 5 
JULY 

July 10-14 (M-F) NCPC Summer Bible Camp Grades 6-12 as volunteers 

July 11-Aug 29 (Tu) | 7-8:30pm Girls Fellowship Grade 6-12 (girls only) 

July 16-21 (Su-F) Tall Timber Jr High Camp Grade 6-8 

July 26 (W) | 5:30-7pm Casino Road Kids Ministry Grades 6-12 as volunteers 

July 30-Aug 5 (Su-Sa) Tall Timber Sr High Camp Grades 9-12 

AUGUST 

Aug 16 (W) | 5:30-9pm BBQ and Boating @ Gleason’s Grades 6-12 

Aug 23 (W) | 5:30-11:30pm Whirlyball Youth Bash Grades 6-12 

Aug 30 (W) | 5:30-9pm Pizza and Board Games @ Lian’s Grades 6-12 

SEPTEMBER 

September 13 (W) | 7-9pm Youth Group Fall Kick Off Grades 6-12 

Sep 15-17 (F-Su) Fall Retreat @ Camas Meadows Grades 6-12 



 

 

Haiti  Mission Trip    6 

Our team (l-r): Pastor Kurt, Pastor Desvariste, Elder 
Mark Thompson, Donna Turner, Gary Turner 

Snapshots from the NCPC Haiti Mission Trip, June 21-27, 2017 
 

Stay tuned for information about an informational program where the 
team will share photos and stories of our visit to our brothers and sisters 

in Christ in Bertrand, Haiti. 

Pastor Desvariste gives a motivational talk 
to the students of the school. 

Marveling at the brand-new roof 
built by Washington State Free 

Methodists after the original one 
was destroyed by Hurricane 
Matthew in October, 2016. 

The town of Bertrand has a thriving school 
through the partnership of our two churches. 

Meeting in spiritual fellowship with Pastor Francois 
(3rd from right) and the elders of the church. 



 

 

Summer Dinner Study @ NCPC 
Wednesdays:  July 19, August 16, 6:15—8:00 pm 

Sign up in advance at www.northcreekpres.org 
Donations encouraged.  Childcare available upon request 

July 19 ...World-renowned Health Lecture on Video 

Faith & Dementia: Remembering Whose We Are 

 

John Swinton of the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, is 
a world-renowned Christian scholar in the area of faith 
and health.  In this Christ College lecture delivered on 
March 30th of this year, Professor Swinton presents 
timely research and insight into the intersection of 
Christian faith & the condition known as dementia. 

August 16  ...Church History Lecture 

He Nailed It! The Theology of Luther’s 95 Theses 
 

To prepare us for the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation, our own Rae Stephenson applies his 
Master’s degree in Church History to what Luther was 
saying about God, humanity, and the church when he 
nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg 
church on October 31, 1517—the signature act that 
started it all. 

F3 

Missional Community 

Our first North Creek Missional Community is officially up and running! 

As a first step in our efforts to be a missional church, we have formed a  Good Neighbor Team through World Re-

lief to help guide a refugee family through resettling in south Snohomish County.  

The team was selected via an application process, and met together for the first time in late June. They will be 

working through the details of working with World Relief to be assigned a family, training to work with refugees 

and meeting together as a community.  

Our Good Neighbor team is comprised of the following North Creek members:  

 - Megan Ward 
 

- Amy Summe 
 

- Heather Perry 
 

- Jenny Odell 
 

- Colin Odell 
 

- Mary Oakley 
 

- Sarah Max 
 

- Jill Johnson 
 

- Stuart Carter 
 

- Glenna Carter 
 

- Emma Breysse 
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Serve Our Schools  

Announcing the 8th Annual 

Serve Our Schools! 
Community Service Day 

Saturday, August 26, 2016 
8:30am – 12noon 
Woodside Elementary School 
 
Join with other joyful servants in taking Christ’s mission into our neighborhood and serving our schools!  We 
partner with Woodside Elementary school in Mays Pond because it serves many families who face significant 
challenges.  Principal Dr. Betty Cobbs shared these words with us via email: “Yeah!!  I am excited to keep this 
wonderful partnership going. It will be a pleasure working with the North Creek Presbyterian Team!” 
 
On the morning of Saturday, August 26th – from 8:30am to 12:00noon – we’ll help the staff get the school grounds 
and classrooms ready for another great year of learning.  Come help set up classrooms, do general cleaning, sort 
library books, and freshen up the school grounds.  It’s a wonderful way to become acquainted with teachers and 
staff from our partner school as well as work alongside fellow North Creek servants, all to the glory of God! 
 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday mornings throughout the month of July, or online http://
www.northcreekpres.org/#/mission-outreach/serve-our-schools Questions?  
Contact Pastor Kurt, kurt@northcreekpres.org.  
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